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When language is spoken, it becomes enriched with information about the speaker. This may 

contribute meaning for a listener: the utterance I got a car tends to not mean the same, in terms of 

size and technical options, when produced by a child’s versus an adult’s voice. Spoken language thus 

forms an interwoven stream of linguistic and indexical, that is speaker-dependent, information (e.g., 

Abercrombie, 1967). In speech perception, this interdependency has repeatedly been shown to 

influence processing and memory (e.g., Goggin et al., 1991; Van Berkum et al., 2008; Winters et al., 

2008, Perrachione et al., 2015; Narayan et al., 2016). In speech production, however, linguistic and 

indexical information have generally been investigated independently. Those studies that included 

the two, mostly focused on the effects of speech style on speaker behaviour (see e.g., Laan, 1997; 

Van Bael et al., 2004; Moos, 2010; Dellwo et al. 2015). Within the same speech style, however, 

linguistic position and context systematically impact acoustic forms: for instance, stressed syllables 

evoke more canonical pronunciations (e.g. Fry, 1955; Campbell and Beckman, 1997), and utterance-

initial speech sounds are typically produced with more effort (e.g., Fougeron and Keating, 1997; Cho 

and McQueen, 2005). Whereas this informs the listener about linguistic structure, it may also have 

consequences for the speaker-dependent information carried by the speech signal in different 

positions. Moreover, with increased attention for individual variation when modelling linguistic 

phenomena, the picture emerges that speakers vary in how they express their (idiosyncratic) 

linguistic knowledge. Because the spoken expression of language does not seem constant across 

speakers and because speaker information does not seem constant across language, a current 

project entitled The speaker in speech investigates the interaction of linguistic structure and speaker-

dependent information in speech.  This interplay may contribute to understanding what  language is. 
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